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 Saddal landslide London-based psychiatrists to help 
with mental health issues in JK

Ex- minister's 
stolen car found
Jammu, Nov 2: Police today 
arrested a car lifter who man-
aged to steal a vehicle from 
the Trikuta Nagar residence of 
former Jammu & Kashmir min-
ister and sitting MLA from Vijay-
pur constituency Surjit Singh 
Slathia, and recovered the SUV.

"We came to know that a 
Tata Safari has been stolen 
from the house of former cabi-
net minister and sitting Vijay-
pur MLA from his Trikuta Nagar 
residence," a police officer said.

Police informed all 
mobile teams about the theft 
from the house of a former 
cabinet minister.

A police team intercepted 
the stolen vehicle on the Jammu 
-Pathankot highway and arrest-
ed the man who broke into the 
house of the former minister to 
steal the vehicle.

"The car lifter has been 
identified as Imam-ud-Din, 
hailing from Ratanpura in 
Moradabad area of Uttar 
Pradesh," the officer said.

"Two police personal -- 
Kalyan Singh and Darshan 
Kumar -- who were on guard 
duty at the residence of the 
former minister have been 
placed under suspension for 
dereliction of duty," the officer 
added. PTI 

Dozens still untraced as 
officials get busy with polls

PS BALI

Jammu, Nov 2: In the wake 
of upcoming Assembly elec-
tions, the Saddal landslide 
survivors are losing the hope 
to find the bodies of their 
relatives buried under the 
debris as the district admin-
istration has shifted its atten-
tion to poll preparations. 

According to sources, the 
work of extricating bodies from 
the debris in Saddal village of 
Pancheri, has slowed down, 
after the administrative machin-
ery got busy with the polls. 

 Sources said that more 
than a dozen bodies are still 
under the debris and “Instead 
of expediting the work, the 
administration has given pri-
macy to the poll preparations 
and arrangements”. 

“The families of those who 
are still untraced go to the 
site of landslide everyday but 
they return disappointed,” 

said one survivor adding that 
since the Army in the area 
has stopped manual extrica-
tion of the bodies in view of 
the heavy boulders amid the 
debris, only two bodies have 
been retrieved, despite the 
use of heavy machinery.

“It’s been almost a month, 
when ill-fated 53 families of 
Saddal village were caught 
in the landslide, burying all 
houses under tons of rock 
and mud, but due to callous 
approach of the administra-

tion many remain trapped 
under debris,” the survivors 
said, adding that few political 
leaders had visited the village 
with relief material in the 
beginning, but after announce-
ment of assembly elections, 
nobody entered the area.

Meanwhile, sources in the 
local administration alleged 
that despite promise of adopt-
ing ravaged villages of Saddal 
and Seri for reconstruction 
and rebuilding purposes, 
the Union Minister of State 

in PMO, Dr Jatinder Singh 
has not visited the area.

Talking to Greater Kash-
mir, SSP Udhampur, Moham-
mad Suleman Choudhary said 
that the work of extricating 
bodies is in progress. “Due 
to poor road connectivity, it 
was impossible to reach cer-
tain parts of the mudslide are, 
which took extra time. We have 
recently retrieved two more 
bodies and work to retrieve the 
rest is in progress,” said SSP.

When asked about the 
visit of Union Minister, 
SSP refused to comment 
and advised to contact civil 
administration. 

Pertinent to mention here 
that landslide, triggered by 
heavy rains, buried entire 
village of some 53 families 
in Panchari block of the 
Udhampur on September 7. 
Of the total 41 feared trapped 
under debris, 28 bodies have 
been recovered so far.
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Srinagar, Nov 2: With Kashmir 
witnessing rising number of inci-
dents of mental health disorder 
due to political turmoil in past few 
decades, the London-based psy-
chiatrists have decided to work for 
traumatic patients in the state with 
a view to improve the mental health 
facilities here. 

The Royal College of Psychia-
trists London and Jammu and Kash-
mir Health Department has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to train the manpower for 
mental health in Kashmir. 

J&K is now the lone state in 
South Asia that has signed MOU 
with Royal College of Psychiatrists.

The Royal College of Psychia-
trists is the main professional 
organization of psychiatrists in the 
United Kingdom, and is responsible 
for representing psychiatrists, for 
psychiatric research and for pro-

viding public information about 
mental health problems. The college 
provides advice to those responsible 
for training and certifying psychia-
trists in the UK.

As per the MOU signed by Com-
missioner Secretary Health and 
Medical Education Department, 
Gazanfar Hussain on behalf of JK 
government and President, Royal 
College of Psychiatrists, Professor 
Sir Simon Wessely.

The Royal College will provide 
its expertise in capacity building 
in primary care to deliver quality 
mental health across the Kashmir 
and enhance accessibility of mental 
health care to rural areas.

The Memorandum states that 
both parties had agreed to permit 
the exchange of research, 
experience and the 
organization of joint 
activities. 

“To enable the 
exchange of informa-

tion between both institutions in 
all areas relating to psychiatric 
training and teaching activities. To 
promote joint research projects in 
areas relevant to psychiatry. In par-
ticular in Perinatal mental health, 
treatments for depression and the 
mental health of refugees and veter-
ans,” the MOU reads.
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Arrest killers, 
slain NC worker's 
family tells police
Srinagar, Nov 2: The family 
members of National Con-
ference senior worker who 
was shot dead by suspected 
militants in September last 
month Saturday accused 
police of inaction and said 
that no efforts are being 
made to trace the assailants.

On September 21 Abdul 
Latif Gupkari, an NC leader, 
who was a trader by profession 
was shot dead by two motorcy-
cle borne suspected militants 
when he was present in his 
readymade garments shop.

 Tariq Ahmed Gupkari, 
the brother of the deceased 
said that Latif was not killed 
by militants but it was the 

handiwork of those ele-
ments who were his dreaded 
foes. He said although a case 
vide FIR number 88/2014 
stands registered in police 
station Nowhatta, but no 
one has been arrested so far. 

“Whenever we approach 
police station, we are being 
sent back with the assurance 
that soon the culprits would 
be arrested,” he said and 
appealed Inspector General of 
Police to look into the matter.

When contacted a top 
police official said that 
police is thoroughly inves-
tigating the matter. “We are 
on job to get the assailants 
booked,” he said. 

Ex-minister’s 
PSO held for 
shooting at youth
Jammu, Nov 2: The personal security officer (PSO) of a former 
Jammu and Kashmir minister has been arrested for allegedly 
shooting at a youth in an inebriated state, police said Sunday.

According to police, assistant sub-inspector of police Balkar 
Singh was arrested last evening after he allegedly shot and seri-
ously injured Sunil Kumar, a resident of Shahpur in Bishnah Tehsil.

Singh was posted as the PSO of former Jammu and Kashmir 
minister and a former MP from Doda-Udhampur parliamentary 
constituency Chowdhary Lal Singh.

"The ASI was consuming alcohol in his vehicle when he 
entered into an altercation with the youth, who was passing by 
and was known to him. He then shot two rounds from his service 
rifle. One in the air and the other one at the youth. The bullet hit 
the youth in his abdomen," the police officer said.

He said the youth has been shifted to the Government Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Jammu where his condition was stated to be critical.

The PSO has been arrested and a case registered against him, 
the police officer said. PTI
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