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The world drug problem is intertwined with all aspects of sustainable development. The 

analysis of the drug problem, and the response thereto, through the lens of the 

Sustainable Development Goals reveals the mechanisms of this interaction. All areas of 

sustainable development, as identified in the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, shape 

the nature and dynamic of the drug problem. At the same time, the impact of the drug 

problem, and the response thereto, on development can be  observed at the individual, 

community and national levels. In analysing those linkages, the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals have been divided into five broad areas: social development, 

economic development, environmental sustainability, peaceful, just and inclusive 

societies, and partnership.
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In analysing the interaction between social development and the world drug problem, 

the first section in this chapter summarizes the evidence of the social costs of illicit drug 

use, the most important being its effects on the health of people who use drugs. The 

section also investigates the health impact of drug use across levels of development. 

Other aspects addressed include the impact on the families of people who use drugs 

and their communities, and the marginalization and stigmatization of people who use 

drugs and the repercussions of that, particularly on their employment opportunities. 

The section also addresses the impact of the response to the drug problem on social 

development, with reference to, for example, alternative development, as well as the 

availability of drugs for medical and scientific purposes. 
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The second section, on economic development, addresses the question of how 

the level of economic development relates to drug use and the formation of illicit 

drug markets, by examining indicators at the national level. The analysis attempts 

to identify patterns describing the evolution of the drug problem and the role of 

development. It also discusses socioeconomic factors at the subnational level, 

focusing on marginalization and poverty. The economic cost of drug use resulting 

from loss of productivity is also taken into account, as are the costs associated 

with efforts by state institutions to help drug users.
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The third section, on environmental sustainability, presents evidence on the 

environmental impact of illicit drug cultivation, production and trafficking, as well 

as drug supply reduction interventions, including deforestation and biodiversity 

loss.
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The fourth section, on peaceful, just and inclusive societies, examines different 

forms of violence in connection with drugs, including links to terrorism and 

insurgency, and it discusses the long-term and short-term outcomes of the 

response to the drug problem. In addition, the section investigates the extent to 

which drug trafficking is intrinsically associated with violence, describes how the 

drug problem can be an enabler or an outcome of violence, and highlights the 

role of the underlying rule of law in shaping this relationship. It also explores how 

the criminal justice system influences, and is influenced by, the drug problem, 

looking in particular at how drug trafficking can undermine the system, as well as 

the role of law enforcement in influencing drug prices and markets. Moreover, 

the discussion covers the impact of criminal justice on people who use drugs, the 

extent of the resource drain on the system arising from the incarceration of drug 

users, and alternatives to imprisonment. In addition, the section describes the 

mutually reinforcing relationship between the drug problem and corruption and 

addresses the scale and the impact of illicit

financial flows arising from drug trafficking and production.
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Last but not least, the section on partnership looks at development assistance 

data provided by countries and highlights divergent trends between overall 

development assistance on the one hand and the assistance provided for the 

drug-related sectors on the other, underlining the need to redress this imbalance 

in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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